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“THE GREATEST SACRIFICE –  

THE PERCY ARNOLD MORTIMORE STORY” 
By Keith Mortimore with Lawrence Holmes 

           
 
Percy Arnold Mortimore was born on 17 May 1909 at 36 Hillman’s 
Road, Wolborough, Newton Abbot in Devon. He was the son and 
first born of Percy Arnold Mortimore of Buckland Monachorum, a 
Constable in the Devon Police Force, and Bessie (nee Stedeford) 
of Holbeton.  Percy Arnold (Senior’s) father, William Henry Ash 
Mortimore was also a Devon Police Constable. Percy Arnold 
(Junior) Mortimore was known as Arnold throughout his life.  
 
Sometime between 1912 and 1914, Arnold moved away from 
Newton Abbot when his father, Percy, was transferred to the 
Plymouth Borough Police at Stonehouse in Devonport. It is 
believed that he lived in King Street, Devonport for a time before 
moving to North Down Crescent in Devonport.  He was living at 
this address on 15 June 1932 when he married Mabel Louise 
Perkins (known as Mamie) who was the only child of Frederick 
Henry Perkins and Mabel Ann Perkins, nee McCrohan, of Waterloo 
Street, Stoke, an inner suburb of Plymouth.   On 9 September 
1933 daughter, Margaret was born. . 
 
After his marriage, Arnold and his new wife moved to Plymstock 
where he was employed as an Insurance Agent.  Following the birth of 
his son Keith in 1937, Arnold had a change of employer and was now a 
Motor Engineers Clerk at W Mumford Ltd in Abbey Street, Plymouth, but 
he was now living with his wife’s parents in Waterloo Street, Stoke, Plymouth.   
 
In 1938 he moved to Truro in Cornwall where he was to take up the position of Receptionist at HTP 
Motors, part of the Plymouth W Mumford Ltd, Group.  After the outbreak of war, HTP Motors were 
engaged in war work for the Government, repairing and servicing MOD vehicles and repairing aircraft 
parts. It was at this time that Arnold was listed as Works Manager.  The move to Truro was fortuitous 
in another way, for only 300 metres away from HTP Motors (part of Mumford’s Group), was to be set 
up in 1940, the Operations Room of the 
Observer Corps.  After purchasing a 
house at Porthmeor, Higher Trehaverne 
in the Kenwyn area of Truro, his wife 
and two children, Margaret Ann and 
Keith Owen, soon joined him.  In 
January 1941 Arnold Mortimore joined 
the Observer Corps in Truro.  (See 
ROC account below). 
 
In the summer of 1942 eight year old 
daughter Margaret Ann Mortimore 
contracted pneumonia and pleurisy and 
became quite ill.  By early August she 
was being treated in the Royal Cornwall 
Infirmary in Truro located at the top of 
Lemon Street.  The hospital moved her 
to the Children’s Ward in the south wing of the hospital 
near an office where Sister Kathleen Peacock and 
Nurse Rachel Appleby normally worked.   

A ward in the Royal Cornwall Infirmary in 

WW2.  Note the patients are all soldiers. 

Percy Arnold Mortimore 

as a young man. 
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On the evening of 6 August 1942 her parents Arnold and Mamie  decided to visit Margaret to see how 
she was progressing and to make sure she was comfortable.   They got to the ward just after 7-15pm 
on a fine, warm, summer’s evening. 
 
Percy ‘Arnold’ Mortimore and the Royal Observer Corps  
In May 1940 the Observer Corps’ prime function was overland air intelligence in reporting aircraft.   In 
June 1940 overalls, berets and ID Cards were issued to all Observer Corps members.  Arnold joined 
the Observer Corps on 10 January 1941 as a Class ‘B’ Observer (spare time) in the Ops Room of No 
20 Group Truro.  As spare time, he was paid 1/6 per hour and was on Observer Corps duty at nights 
and at the weekend.  
 
The wartime Truro Ops Room 
opened in July 1940, upstairs in 
the GPO Room, Boscawen Street, 
Truro.  It was in this early Ops 
Room that Arnold would have 
begun his training in placing 
aircraft symbols on the large ops 
Room table. However, this location   
proved unsatisfactory for an Ops 
Room and the Corps quickly 
moved to larger premises at the 
Masonic Hall, Union Place, Truro 
early in 1942.  There was an active 
Masonic Lodge operating in the 
Hall and some masons were soon 
to become ROC Officers !   At this stage 
Arnold may well have worn civvies with 
an ‘Observer Corps’ arm band, a dark 
blue ROC beret, and an Observer Corps lapel badge.  Very soon after Arnold joined, the Corps was 
granted the title ‘Royal’ and became the Royal Observer Corps on 5 April 1941.  RAF style uniform 
with buttons and badges followed and was issued to the observers from 11 December 1941, so Arnold 
may well have got his uniform at long last.     

 
The door to the 1942 Masonic Hall ROC Ops 
Room was opposite, what is today, the side of the 
Truro Library.  Immediately on the ground floor 
were the rooms for the Officers.   Obs Cdr N H 
Bushby MC was the spare time Group 
Commandant of 20 Group, Obs Lt First Class 
Stan Rosevear was the full time Deputy Group 
Commandant and under him was Obs Lt Second 
Class Charlie Thompson the Group Adjutant.  
Obs Officer A J Beesley was in charge of the Ops 
Room.  These were Arnold’s senior Officers.  Mr 
Rosevear was reputed to be very unpopular. 
 
The first entrance door had very tight security and 
on the ground floor was the kitchen and a room 
with bunks therein.  There was then the steep 
stairs to the first floor where the huge Ops Room 
was located.  The room had one large window on 
the south side and observers could see outside.  
There was the usual balcony with four to six 
people working with telephones, tellers etc.    
 
 

The Mortimore family around 1940.  L to R son Keith, 

mother Mamie, daughter Margaret and father Arnold. 

The Truro Ops Room showing plotters at the 

Main Table and Sea Board just after WW2.   
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If enemy aircraft came in then the ‘Hostiles Seen’ buzzer sounded and the Duty Controller phoned 
RAF St Eval, the fighter Sector Station, direct.   Dominating the middle of the room was the main table.    
Behind that was the Long Range Board (called Sea Board).   The main table covered Cornwall and 
part of Devon, was gridded with Georef, and around the table sat the plotters wearing the head and 
breast set telephones. They plotted aircraft tracks by hand with plaques and symbols based on reports 
received from posts all over Cornwall. Some of the plotters were male but one or two were lady 
plotters following the admission of ladies to the Corps in July 1941.  By the summer of 1942 Arnold 
was an experienced plotter and he could be speaking to the posts or telling information onwards.   
Being a Class ‘B’ observer, Arnold could have been on duty on any evening of the week.  But on the 
evening of 6 August 1942, he and his wife Mamie, chose to visit their daughter in the Truro Royal 
Infirmary. She was ill and they wanted to make sure she was comfortable.  It was just after 7-15pm. 
 
The German Raid 
At the same time, two low fast 
flying German FW190 fighter 
bombers from the 10/JG2 unit of 
the Luftwaffe were approaching 
Truro City.  They had taken off 
earlier from their base at Caen, 
had a re-fuelling stop at Morlaix, 
then raced across the English 
Channel at wave top height.  It is 
not known for certain which route 
the German planes took from the 
south coast to Truro. At 7-33pm 
the two German intruders were 
seen flying fast and low near 
Grampound Road to the east of 
Truro.  They kept low to avoid being picked up by radar, and their fast speed gave them surprise.  At 
7-34pm a lady spotted them at Shortlanesend, three miles north of Truro.  
 
The planes swung round seeking the railway lines which would lead them into the city from the west.  
At 7-35pm the Truro ROC post, located on the northern outskirts of Truro city reported that two FW 
190s had appeared suddenly at very low altitude out of cloud. They were definitely heading for Truro !  
No warning of the approach of the aircraft was given.  They came out of the setting sun, heading east 
– faster – lower - startled people could see the pilots’ heads – then there was the  winking cannon and 
machine guns - and the terrible noise.     
 
A nightmare was acting out – a passenger train standing in 
the station - a game of cricket at Hendra – passengers in the 
booking office – east bound passengers in the waiting room 
on platform 3 - the FW190s came in from the west with the 
low sun behind them and attacked Truro railway station, 
strafing the area with machine gun and cannon fire.  The  
station waiting room was hit and glass was flying everywhere. 
Passengers gazed in horror as they saw a 500Kg bomb fall 
from one of the fast flying aircraft.   Only 600 metres south 
east from the railway station lay the Royal Cornwall Infirmary 
with over 200 patients having medical treatment of one sort 
or another and many people visiting relatives.  At 7-36pm the 
cruel German bomb (possibly meant for the Railway Station) 
scored a direct hit on the Royal Cornwall Infirmary 
demolishing the south wing.  The bomb fell near the main 
entrance at the junction of the men’s, women’s and children’s 
wards, causing extensive damage.   The dispensary was 
demolished - the nursery burned – floors of wards were 
littered with thousand of glass shards, up to half an inch deep – then the fire broke out.  

Two FW 190 fighter bombers 
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Nine people lost their lives that 
evening at the hospital, 
including Sister Kathleen 
Peacock, Nurse Rachel 
Appleby, Private Fred Morley, a 
patient, and his mother, who 
was down from her home in 
Leeds visiting him.  Observer 
Arnold and Mamie Mortimer 
and their eight-year-old 
daughter Margaret, in the 
children’s ward, were all killed 
by blast and falling debris.  
Flight Officer Mary C Polglaze, 
a WAAF officer stationed at 
Portreath, and engaged to be 
married, was also listed among 
the dead.   Two people were 
killed at Truro Station and two 

died at Agar Road, Truro.   13 died in this tip 
and run raid and over 100 were injured. 
 
By 7-38pm the attack was over.  The two 
FW190s left a battered Truro, travelling at high speed in a north east direction heading for Probus and 
Tregony.  It was about this time that the air raid sirens went off in Truro !   By 7-40pm on that warm 
summer evening the FW190s were leaving Cornwall.   No  ROC plots recorded the departing German 
aircraft.  They flew out into St Austell Bay unmolested, over the English Channel and back to their 
base at Caen or Morlaix.    
 

Memories of Observer Norman Leigh - Truro Ops Room (interviewed 1995) 
Norman Leigh was a part time observer in the Truro Ops Room and he normally worked at nights and 
Sunday evening.  Night times were busy with aircraft plots and sneak raids were frequent.  Norman 
remembers periods of quietness, generally on a Sunday evening.  Then one Sunday evening in 
August 1942, the posts reported hostiles off the Lizard.  The enemy aircraft were spasmodically 
tracked by the posts flying up the Truro River and north – it was not clear where they were going ?    
Norman Leigh plotted the planes as best he could.  As he plotted the hostiles, Mr Rosevear came into 
the Ops Room and moved other plots off the table to concentrate on the hostiles.  Norman was then 
aware of engine and machine gun noise outside, he looked through the large window of the Ops 
Room and saw an aeroplane flash by releasing a bomb.   Incredibly he then saw the fins of the bomb 
fly off and just after he heard a loud explosion.  What Norman Leigh had observed was the German 
attack on Truro city on 6 August 1942.  He was told afterwards the bomb had bounced over the 
Cathedral, which was almost next door to the Ops Room.   The fins landed in the Millpool just behind 
the Cathedral and the bomb exploded over Agar Road.  Norman learned afterwards that the City 
Hospital had been hit by another bomb and an observer had been killed there.   He knew no more.   

 
On Tuesday 11 August the funeral of Mr P A Mortimore, Mrs M L Mortimore and Miss M A Mortimore 
took place in Kenwyn Parish Church.  Many people attended the moving service including 20 Group 
Deputy Group Commandant Obs/Lt First Class Stan Rosevear, Group Officer Obs/Lt C F Lodge and 
Obs A S Mogg and many of the Crew observers.    
Arnold Mortimore is buried in a family grave with his wife 
Mamie and daughter Margaret in the large Kenwyn 
Church Graveyard. The gravestone refers to all three as 
‘.........being killed by enemy action’.  The three Mortimore 
names are also commemorated on the Roll of Honour 
inside Kenwyn Church.   
 

Truro Royal Infirmary damage to main entrance and 

south wing caused by 500kg German bomb. 
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The Mortimore family was, of course, four strong and when 
Arnold, Mamie and Margaret died, they left four year old 
son Keith Mortimore to be cared for by others.  From 
August to December 1944 Keith stayed in Newlyn, Cornwall 
with his aunt Dorothy May Hulson.  He then moved to 
Plymouth to be raised by Percy Arnold (senior) and Bessie 
who were his grandparents.   
 
Afterwards 
In 1942 Britain was struggling with the war against 
Germany and although there was much local outcry 
immediately following the raid, this quickly died down as the 
business of war continued.  Those killed in the Truro raid 
and any form of remembrance was simply forgotten.  Even 
after the war, remembering the 13 killed was simply not 
thought about.  Simple and irregular commemorations were 
held but the decades passed.  There was some 
commemoration in Truro Infirmary to recognise the two 
nurses killed but this was transferred to Treliske Hospital 
when the Truro Infirmary was closed down in 1999.  
Thankfully there is now a cabinet in the Chapel at Treliske 
with items therein remembering those killed.  The old City 
Infirmary site has now been re-developed with housing although part of the old building has been 
retained.  No commemoration can be found at Truro Station or Agar Road and there was no general 
recognition for those killed in Truro at all.  This situation continued into the new millennium. 
 
By 2005, Lawrence Holmes as editor of 10 Group 
Newsletter, was looking around for local ROC stories 
and found brief details of the Truro Raid.  Because 
an ROC member was killed in the raid he decided to 
look further.  His researches led to a full page article 
on the raid being published in the local newspaper, 
the West Briton, in 2011.  This significant publicity 
led to calls for some form of memorial to be installed 
in the city.  Lawrence decided to forward the project 
but, apart from a few dedicated enthusiasts obtained 
no help from Local Authorities or Truro City Council.   
The project lapsed until 2017 when a further interest 
article resulted in Lawrence meeting local community 
worker Paul Caruana.  A loose arrangement was 
agreed, Lawrence would lead the project and do all 
the research and technical details, and Paul would 
raise funds and find useful contacts.   It worked !   
Following the obtaining of funds, a suitable memorial 
was designed and order placed.  Truro City provided 
a site in Victoria Gardens within sight of the Station 
and indeed the Hospital.  Many people and 
organisations helped the project with contributions 
large and small.   Following yet more advertising this 
time trying to locate relatives of those killed, the 
phone rang in Lawrence’s house.   
 
On answering Lawrence found he was talking to 
Keith Mortimore, son of Arnold Mortimore.  Incredibly 
Keith lived in Truro not far from Lawrence’s home.   Keith has been married to Jennifer for many years 
and has led a full and long life following the wartime tragedy. 
   

Top the Mortimore grave in Kenwyn 

Church Cemetery.  Below the Roll 

of Honour in Kenwyn Church. 

Lawrence Holmes, Colonel Edward Bolitho 

and Paul Caruana at the Truro Raid Memorial 

in Victoria Gardens, Truro. 
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An unusual aspect of the Truro Raid Memorial project 
was an offer of funding from Walter Bersch, Mayor of 
the City of Boppard which was Truro’s twin City in 
Germany.  Whereas the financial help was very 
welcome we were anxious not to upset anyone.  The 
theme of the memorial therefore became very much 
remembrance, commemoration and reconciliation.  
Keith Mortimore and all other relatives gave their full 
support to this theme.   
 
On a beautiful hot summer’s day on 6 August 2018 the 
Unveiling and Dedication Service took place in Victoria 
Gardens.  The unveiling was carried out by Colonel 
Edward Bolitho Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall and Joint 
President of 10 Group ROCA.  The dedication was 
carried out by the Bishop of Truro.   My final words to 
the relatives of the deceased were “Your families paid 
the ultimate price for being in the wrong place at the 
wrong time.  But they are now remembered in a fitting 
way, in a beautiful place, in perpetuity.  This stone and 
plaque is a significant Truro City Memorial, it is your 
memorial”.   All seemed pleased and Keith Mortimore 
added ‘I now have a place to go, I can close that chapter of my life’.  It summed it up perfectly.   
 
 
Sources :- 
‘War over the West’ by Eddie Walford.  Published 1989. 
‘When the Bombs Fell’ by Phyllis M Rowe and Ivan Rabey 1987.  
‘Luftwaffe Fighter Bombers over Britain – The Tip and Run Campaign 1942-43’ by Chris Goss. 
‘Forewarned is Forearmed’ by T E Winslow 1948.   History of ROC 1925 to 1947. 
‘A History of Truro Vol 2’ by Viv and Bob Acton.   Published by Landfall Books 2002. 
Lawrence Holmes Archive.   Norman Leigh and Mary Carter interviews by LRH.   
Memories of Keith Mortimore and many witnesses to the raid. 
Neville Cullingford ROC Museum. 
Research from Ian Coleman and Bob Andrew Cornish Aviation Society.  
Research by Steve Jenkins Cornish Studies Library, Redruth.  
The full story of the Truro Raid including maps can be found in ‘The Tragic Truro Raid of 6 August 
1942’ by Lawrence Holmes, 2018.   
 
Sobering Footnote 
Truro is not the only place where ROC members and families have been killed by enemy action.  On 
19 April 1941 during a German raid on London, a parachute land mine dropped on the Prince of 
Wales Pub in Chigwell.  46 people were killed including 4 members of J1 Chigwell Post who were 
having a drink in the pub at the time.  Three of the ROC members’ wives were also killed.   This is 7 
ROC related deaths due to enemy action in this one incident.    The ‘Prince of Wales’ has long since 
been demolished and a block of apartments now occupies the site.  Against the new building is an 
impressive memorial to those killed in the ‘Prince of Wales’ but there are no names and the ROC is 
not mentioned.   
 
This sort of tragic event is not unusual in WW2.  The deaths of ROC members due to enemy action in 
WW2 is not too common but did happen.  Perhaps strangely the death of one ROC member in a Pub 
which was bombed happened more than once !   Only one ROC member on duty died due to enemy 
action in  WW2 in mainland UK, that is Obs Jack Kelway.  Quite a number of ROC members died from 
natural causes while on duty at an ROC unit in WW2.  It is not known if any ROC member was 
murdered in an ROC Post although this occurrence has been the subject of a novel.      


